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1.0Introduction

The purpose of the study was to carry obatroost assessmeat all treesand buildingsat

Ward Park, Bangahatcould be affected by the developmentlod park

2.0 Legislation

Bats and their roosts are protected under the Schedules of the VWAl|ifE976 & the

Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 and also the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order, 1985 as
amended. This makes it illegal to Kill, injure, capture or disturb bats or obstruct access to,
damage or destroy bat roosts. Under the law, a roosyisteucture or place used for shelter

or protection. Because bats tend to reuse the same roosts, the roost is protected whether it is
occupied or unoccupied. Ireland is a signatory to the Agreement on the Conservation of Bats
in Europe, set up under th@in Convention. The Fundamental Obligations of Article 3 of

this Agreement require the protection of all bats and their habitats, including the

identification and protection from damage or disturbance of important feeding areas for bats.
Wheredevelopment is involved, acirse is required from DAERA if the work is likely to

affect a bat roost.

3.0 Methodology

The Bat Conservation trust classifies tragd buildingsnto negligible, low, moderate and
high bat roost potential as described in Table 4.1 {{©)|2016) Where a treer buildingis
deemed to be of moderate or high bat roost potential démen and duskat emergence
surveys to detect bats entering and leavangy treeor buildingis required in the May to
September period.

Bats use many roost sites and feeding areas throudteyéar. These vary according to the
age, condition, sex and species of bat as well as the time of year and prevailing weather
conditions. Therefore, every mature torebuildingis a potential bat roost. If evidence of
bats, or roosts, are fou@AERA will have to ke contacted. A license is required to
continue tree fellingr building works If treesare to bdelled or a building is to be

renovated or demolished replacement bat roost may have to be built first.
An assessment of selected trémsbat roost potential withivard Park, Bangowas carried
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out on the26" Novenber2018 An assessment of three birigs beside the large pond for
bat roost potential was carried outthe 12" December 2018The treesand buildingsvere
initially examined from ground level using binoculars. The tesesbuildingsvere
classified as negligible, low, moderate and high bat roost potential in line with Table 4.1 of
Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists Gé&walctice Guidelines3rd edition. Any treesr
buildingswith moderate or high bat roosting potentigll requirefurther assessment using
an endoscope prior to any works on such tegdsmiildingstaking placeWhere bats are
found, a bat mitigation strategy as part of a bat disturbance license berdduired to
protect any bat roostn thetreesor buildings This must be done under license from
DAERA. Thelocation of thereesand buildingsassesseds being of low, moderate or high
bat roost potentiadre presented iAppendix 1. Photographs of tisetreesand buildingsare
presented iMppendix 2.

4.0 Results

Table 1a presents the results of the tree roost assessment.

Table 1a;: Tree Bat Roost Assessment

Tree | Tree | Species Description | Grid Ref. BCT Photo
No. Tag Category No.
No.
1 247 Salix alba Transverse | J 50993 Moderate 1
snap 81553
resulting in
branch
hanging
downwards
forminga
bend in
branchthus
creating a
gap

2 238 Salix alba Dead tree J 51003 Moderate 2
bole ca3 m 81571
tall with
loose bark
on bole

3 252 Salix alba Hollow side |J 51013 Moderate 34
branch. Two | 81539
shags at top
of crown

4 262 Salix alba Circular hole | J 51002 Moderate 5




2 m above
ground

81530

Fraxinus
excelsior

Cavityca
5cmx5cm
about 0.75m
above
ground 6-7
m above
ground on
main limbis
arscmx5
cmhole

J 50995
81717

Moderate

Alnus
glutinosa

Tree with
dense ivy on
bole and
crown

J 51000
81708

Low

Aesculus
hipocastanum

60 cm x 25
cm hole at
top of
cavity, cab
m up tree on
one of 3
mainstems

J 51003
81698

Moderate

Fraxinus
excelsior

Ash with
broken off
branch
(snag on
one of the
main stems
4 mabove
ground.
Shnag at 4.5
m above
ground.
Inside
fenced off
Sea Cadet
Corps
building.

J 51127
81417

Modemate

Pinus
sylvestris

Bird box
about 6m up
branchfree
bole

J 50955
81376

Low

10

10

107

Aesculus
hippocastanum

Several
splits in
loosebark
with gaps
behind right
up to the top
of crown.

J 50974
81392

Moderate
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11 86 Quercussp. Splits into J 50966 Moderate | 12-13
two stems at | 81467
4 m. Pruning
cut with split
endat 2.5 m
above
ground.
Gaps around
the pruning
cut.
12 Fagus 15cmx 15 | J50971 Moderate 14-15
sylvatica cm cavity 81478
about 2m up
bole. A gap
formed
between 2
adjacent
stems.
13 Tilia sp. Narrow split | J 50938 Moderate | 16-17
at base of 81429
tree 0.75 m
above
groundwith
dimensions
30 cm x5
cm. Bird box
7 m up bole.
14 Pinus Nestbox 6m | J 50932 Low 18
sylvestris up bole 81444
15 Fagus Nestbox on | J 50937 Low 19
sylvatica beech tree 81542
16 Pinus Nestbox on | J 50935 Low 20
sylvestris Scots pine 81558
17 Quercussp. Nestbox on | J 50930 Low -
oak 81573
18 Tilia sp. Dense ivy on | J 50917 Low 21
bolecould 81733
conseal
cavities
supporting
bats.
19 Pinussp. Nestbox on | J 50880 Low -
pine 81722
20 Alnus Nestbox on | J 50939 Low -
glutinosus alder 81637
21 Acer Nestboxes J50939 Low
pseudoplatanug onsycamore | 81647
and Alnus and alder
glutinosa
22 Alnus Nestbox on | J 50999 Low -




glutinosa alder 81737
23 Quercussp. Oak with J 50972 Moderate | 22-23
loose bark 81595
and snag 7
m up bole
from base of
tree
24 41 Quercussp. Birdbox on | J 50966 Low
bole 7 mup | 81590 -
from base of
tree
25 Betulasp. Hole in bole | J 50967 Moderate |24
ca2mup 81577
from base of
tree
26 Fagus Bat box on J 50970 Low 25
sylvatica beech tree 81557

Table 1b presents the results of the tree roost assessment.

Table 1b: Building Bat Roost Assessment

Building
No.

Description

Grid
Ref.

BCT
Category

Photo
No

A

Cottagetype
building

with tightly
fitting doors
and
windows.
Gaps in
bargeboards
on three
corners of
the building
large enough
to allow
entry to bats.
Aviary is
attached to
the western
end of the
building.

J 50968
81608

Moderate

26-28

Cottagetype
building
with tightly
fitting doors
and
windows.
Gaps in

J50977
81386

Moderate

29-33




bargeboards
onall four
corners of
the building
and als
large crack
in soffit on
the northern
end of the
building
large enough
to allow
entry to bats.
Aviary is
attached to
thesouthern
end of the
building.

C Well- J50977 Negligible | 34
maintained | 81570
aviary
congructed
of metal
wire mesh
woth
concrete
base.

5.0 Results andRecommendations

Appendix 1 presents the treesd buildingsof negligible low or moderatdat roost

potential within Ward Parklreesand buildingof moderatéat roost potentiaffected by

the development either through outright felling or minor tree wevkkrequire further
assessment before the works can be allowedoimepd usingraendoscopender license

from DAERA. As we are in the middle of the bat hibernation period, DAERA will not issue

a bat search license until March 1st 2019ats ardoundduring these more detailed
assessmentall works must cease and @tably qualified bat worker is called in to assess

the numbers and bat species present. The bat worker will then liaise with DAERA to discuss
the most suitable options to protect any bats present through the production of a bat
mitigation strategyThe mitigation strategy will detail the species of bat present including

numbers as well as a drawing showing where the bats are exiting and enteringdhe tree



building. The mitigation strategy will include options to protect the roosting bats which
could include siting bsubstitute bat boxes on the nearest suitable tnelegildingsthat are

being retained in the park.

If any cavity cannot be further assesdee to access difficultieshendusk and dawbat
emergencsurveysmust be carried out on the tremsbuildings If bats are seen during these
surveys to enter or leave the trebuildingcavities, then, a bat mitigation strategy must be
drawn up to prevent any adverse impact on the roosting bats. The mitigation strategy will
detail the speess of bat present including numbers as well as a drawing showing where the
bats are exiting and entering the togduilding The mitigation strategy will include

options to protect the roosting bats which could include siting of substitute bat boxes on the

nearestsitable tree®r buildingsthat are being retained in the park.

Park staff must be made aware of any tages$ buildingsof low or moderatdat roost
potential within Ward Park. Staff must relay this information to any arboricultural
contractors carrying out work on such treeduildingsin the park post development. It

must be realized thagbs can utilize any suitable caggat any time.

The contactor will schedulehe demolition and othesite works (e.g. site preparation,

ground works, and soft landscaping) to minimise disturbance to wildlife. Timing of works
may have a significant impact on, for example, breeding.dimdsorthern Ireland under the
Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985, as amended it is an offence to disturb breeding birds
during the bird nesting season March 1st to 31st August. Where construction occurs during
this perial, all vegetation inside the site and in the peripheral areas outside the site including
any vegetation such as igy nestboxesnthetrees must be checked for nesting birds

before clearance. All pruning / removal works to existing vegetation, inguckes, should

be undertaken outside of the bird nesting seagwre possibléo ensure breeding birds are

not disturbed.
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APPENDIX 1: LOCATION OF TREES AND BUILDINGS WITH
NEGIGIBLE, LOW OR MODERATE BAT ROOST POTENTIAL

Legend

B Buildings (Low Bat Roost Potential)

[  Buildings (Moderate Bat Roost Potential)
@ Trees (Low Bat Roost Potential)
@

Trees (Moderate Bat Roost Potential)

Repart Publishing Parmit Number: 170021
Yaar of Publicstion: 2018

@
% @ Aulino Wann & Associates
S Envionmental Consuitants
{ ]
[ )
@
{
L
f——— ‘
b 25 50 100 150 200

11




APPENDIX 2: PHOTOGRAPHS OF TREESAND BUILDINGS
SURVEYED
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PHOTO 2
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PHOTO 10
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